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by the English publications which the Natives themselves had in contemplation 
to establish, before this Rule and Ordinance was proposed. 

After this sudden deprivation of one of the most precious of their rights, which 
has been freely allowed them since the establishment of the British power, a 
right which they are not, and cannot, be charged with having ever abused, the 
inhabitants of Calcutta would be no longer justified in boasting, that they are 

fortunately placed by Providence under the protection of the whole British Na­
tion, or that the king of England and his Lords and Commons are their legisla­
tors, and that they are secured in the enjoyment of the same civil and religious 
privileges that every Briton is entitled to in England .... 

I From Roy, The English Works, 2:441-442.I 

THE FUTURE OF INDIA 

In a letter of 1828 to an English friend Roy predicted with remarkable accuracy the 
rise of Indian nationalism. But he also indicated that enlightened and democratic 

government might prolong the connection between India and Britain to their mutual 

advantage. 

Supposing that one hundred years hence the Native character becomes elevated 
from constant intercourse with Europeans and the acquirement of general and 
political knowledge as well as of modern arts and sciences, is it possible that 
they will not have the spirit as well as the inclination to resist effectually any 

unjust and oppressive measures serving to degrade them in the scale of society? 
It should not be lost sight of that the position of India is very different from that 
of Ireland, to any quarter of which an English fleet may suddenly convey a body 
of troops that may force its way in the requisite direction and succeed in sup­
pressing every effort of a refractory spirit. Were India to share one fourth of the 
knowledge and energy of that country, she would prove from her remote situa­
tion, her riches and her vast population, either useful and profitable as a willing 

province, an ally of the British Empire, or troublesome and annoying as a deter­
mined enemy. 

In common with those who seem partial to the British rule from the expecta­
tion of future benefits, arising out of the connection, I necessarily feel extremely 
grieved in often witnessing Acts and Regulations passed by Government without 
consulting or seeming to understand the feelings of its Indian subjects and with­

out considering that this people have had for more than half a century the ad­

vantage of being ruled by and associated with an enlightened nation, advocates 
of liberty and promoters of knowledge. 

I From Roy, The English Works, l:xxiii.l 
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